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The 56th Annual Meeting of the Heidegger Circle conference took
place May 26-29, 2022 at the University of Memphis, with James
Bahoh as the Convenor. The 57" Annual Meeting of the Heidegger
Circle is scheduled to take place at Boston University in the spring of
2023. In the meantime, this issue of Gatherings presents a variety of
rich and compelling contributions related to both the early and late
Heidegger’s work.

In this issue, you will find five original essays. lan Alexander
Moore uses a lesser-known work by Heidegger to discuss the extent
to which Being itself is pain. Having purchased a typewriter that
may have belonged to Heidegger, Richard Polt revisits Heidegger’s
criticisms of the typewriter. David Kleinberg-Levin presents an origi-
nal way of thinking about Ereignis (event) in light of Heidegger’s
philosophy of history. Yuval Adler returns to the notion of death in
Being and Time in order to explore the relation between being-to-
ward-death and Dasein’s being-toward-itself. Lastly, Erik Kuravsky
explores Heidegger’s early reading of Neo-Kantian philosophy as a
way of re-thinking his understanding of phenomenology.

After a brief hiatus, the Symposium has returned to Gatherings.
There was no Symposium in last year’s special issue, which was guest
edited by Lee Braver, so this issue presents the third Symposium to ap-
pear in Gatherings. The topic of this issue’s Symposium is Heidegger’s
idea of the human being.

In this issue, I am also pleased to offer two book reviews.

In the past year, we have added five new members to the Editorial
Board of Gatherings. 1 would like to welcome James Bahoh (University
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of Memphis), Lee Braver (University of South Florida), Benjamin Crowe
(Boston University), Tricia Glazebrook (Washington State University),
and Krzysztof Ziarek (State University of New York at Buffalo).

Allow me to express my gratitude to the Editorial Board of Gather-
ings. We had many submissions to Gatherings this year, and I am grateful
to the Board for all the work they do reading and reviewing submissions.

For many years, Chris Merwin has been serving as the Book Re-
view Editor for Gatherings, but he has decided to step down from
that position. He has done excellent work in that role, soliciting book
reviews, working with reviewers, and editing their work for publica-
tion. In many ways, I relied on Chris when I first started as Editor
of Gatherings, and I learned a great deal from him about how book
reviews come together and ultimately make their way into print. For
that matter, he is a great colleague and just a wonderful person with
whom to work. Chris successfully defended his dissertation, and he 1s
now moving on. Allow me to extend my profound gratitude to Chris
Merwin for his commitment to Gatherings and for his excellent work
as Book Review Editor.

I am pleased to announce that David Abergel from Boston College
will serve as the new Book Review Hditor for Gatherings. David has
an undergraduate degree in philosophy and psychology from Emory
University. He earned an M.A. in philosophy at Marquette University
and is currently in the Ph.D. program in philosophy at Boston College.
I am greatly looking forward to working with David.

Sadly, the Heidegger Circle lost one of its own during the past
year. Theodore Kisiel, one of the founding members of the Heidegger

th 2021. I have fond memories of work-

Circle, died on December 25
ing with Ted. At the 2009 meeting of the Heidegger Circle at Xavier
University, Ted asked me to translate GA 58: Grundprobleme der
Phinomenologie. I am deeply grateful for the trust he placed in me
to work on that translation. Earlier, in June of 2008, I encountered
him at the 17 Tagung der Heidegger-Forschungsgruppe. Waiting for
the bus to take the participants from Freiburg to MeBkirch, I asked

Ted some questions about Heidegger’s notion of “world.” Animatedly,
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he talked about world as worlding. He said, “it worlds, es weltet, just
like at Christmas, es weihnachtet sehr, 1t’s really Christmasing.” Since
then, I have always understood worlding in terms of the intensity of
meaning that one may experience at Christmas time. Ted died on
Christmas morning.

To honor Ted’s memory, I asked Will McNeill to submit a brief
remembrance of him:

With the passing of Theodore Kisiel early on Christmas
morning 2021 the Heidegger Circle lost one of its found-
ing members, someone who was not only present at the
birth of our organization, but who remained an avid
participant throughout its subsequent history. It is no
exaggeration to say that Ted — as everyone knew him
— was a fixture, present at virtually every meeting we
held, right up to his last years. Those of us who knew
him remember him as a scholarly presence. Leaning
back a bit on his chair, scratching his beard, listening
and observing with furrowed brow, he would ponder
with evident skepticism the wisdom — or more likely,
the perceived scholarly shortcomings — of whatever
paper was being presented at the time. But he would
always relish discussing the issues, if not during the
session, then afterward over a few glasses of wine. His
own work, reflected not only in his many contribu-
tions at meetings of the Circle (often accompanied by
diagrams, which he loved to use in his teaching) but
throughout his numerous publications, exhibited the
same spirit of rigorous scholarship throughout. Ted
loved archival work, the minutiae of scholarship, the
careful inspection of dusty manuscripts with their
marginalia and multiple emendations, and it was no
accident that he could often be found at the Heidegger
archive in Marbach, Germany, which seemed almost
to be his second home. I remember running into him
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there in Marbach early one sunny spring evening back
in 19go — or rather, he ran into me, quite literally, for
he was out for a run after a long day spent working in
the archive. (I, needless to say, was out in search of a
hospitable Kneipe in which to get my exercise.)

Unsurprisingly, the same scholarly erudition is evident
in all of Ted’s published work, most prominently, of
course, in his magnum opus 7he Genesis of Heidegger’s
Being and Time, the fruit of many years of research.
Published by the University of California Press in
1993, it remains the authoritative guide to Heidegger’s
development in the years leading up to Being and Time,
showing how Heidegger’s ground-breaking work was
the result not simply of the breakthrough of phenom-
enology with Husserl, but just as importantly the
result of painstaking engagement with the history of
philosophy, especially Aristotle. Ted’s very fine transla-
tion of Heidegger’s 1925 lecture course History of the
Concept of Time (Indiana University Press, 1985) was
accompanied by a Translator’s Introduction (published
separately in Research in Phenomenology) and followed
a decade later by a devastating critique of the Gesamt-
ausgabe, which he blasted, quite appropriately, as “an
international scandal of scholarship.”

As an epigraph to The Genests, Ted chose the closing
lines of Holderlin’s hymn “Patmos.” They read as fol-
lows (in Ted’s translation):

We have served our Mother Farth
And lately the sunlight,

Unawares, but what our Father

W ho reigns over all

Most loves ts that we keep the letter
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Fast with care and well interpret
What abides. Which German song obeys.

“Keep the letter / Fast with care and well interpret /
What abides...”: That was Ted.

Ted was not only a founding member of the Heidegger
Circle. Recognizing the importance of the Circle for
the history of Heidegger scholarship in America, he
realized that it would be important to document that
history (a history that includes letters from Heidegger
himself). He was thus instrumental — fittingly, given
his love of archives —in establishing an archive for the
Circle itself, which is housed at the Simon Silverman
Phenomenology Center at Duquesne University. And
he worked tirelessly to gather documentation and to
ensure that the archive was as complete as possible.

I discovered only recently, after his passing and to my
astonishment, that Ted had in fact started his career
not in philosophy, but in science and technology, as a
research metallurgist and nuclear engineer. It seems
only fitting that in the last years of his scholarly ca-
reer he 1dentified the urgency of Heidegger’s thought
as lying not simply in its confrontation with the entire
Western philosophical tradition, but in its questioning
of the contemporary epoch of technicity in which that
tradition culminates and which — if Heidegger is right
—is only now entering the period of its consummation.
Heidegger’s critique of technicity was thus the topic of
the address that Ted presented at the opening recep-
tion of the 50" annual meeting of the Heidegger Circle,
held at DePaul University in 2016. A little unsteady on
his feet, he nevertheless insisted on standing while
delivering his entire paper as I looked on somewhat



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

nervously from a couple of feet away, and he remained
entirely focused on the Sache des Denkens, the matter
for thinking: the question concerning technology. His
career had, in a sense, come full circle.

Will McNeill
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